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Central Area Support Group 
Join us for the March meeting! 

Our topic will be: 
SHARING MY FAVORITE CURRICULUM 

Bring a couple of your favorite items that you 
would like to show the group.  Perhaps you can 
pass on a great idea to another mother before 

book-buying season begins! 
See you Monday, March 16th, 7p.m. at the library! 
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Senior Graduation Meeting 
 

The next BCHE/CHA Senior graduation meeting will be held on 
Monday, March 30, 2009 at 7PM 

At the CHA Office, 817 Dixon Blvd, Cocoa. 
Graduation will be on Saturday, May 30, 2009. 

    

 

BCHE/CHA Members Year End Testing 
  

Year-end testing is fast approaching.  The last day for registration was March 1st. 
If you would like to test one of your students with BCHE but did not get your 

registration postmarked by the 1st please call the office number and beg.... no just 
kidding.  Please call and let us know; we will work with you. 

 
I have listed the last names of the families that I have registrations for.  If you mailed in 
your registration and don't see your name please call so we can correct the mistake.  
Remember all homeschoolers with CHA or BCHE must be either evaluated or tested at 
the end of their school year.  For CHA students 8-12th grade they must be tested, no 

evaluations are accepted. 
If you need a form or more information call the office number, 454-2445 or there is a 

form for you to print out in this newsletter on page 7.  
Current members signed up for year-end testing: 
  
Springer, Cohee, Louchart, Diamond, Bryan, Bradford, Munden, Moulton, Lowery-
Palmer, Hoagland, Holmes, Deeks, Johns, Mitchell, Lemons, Chambers, Coe, Brown, 
Collins (Karen), Barnett, DeMorat, Ferraro, Fout, Davis, Liffrig, Twiss, Cox, Hunt, Jackson, 
Elamon, Bergstrom, Kirk, McIlwain, Venable, Murrish, Necaise, Jarvis 
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FPEA Day at the Capitol  
Friday, March 27th Tallahassee 

The next FPEA-sponsored Day at the Capitol is 
fast approaching. Set your calendar now for 
Friday, March 27, for the third annual event in 
Tallahassee. This will be a great opportunity to 
show leaders in state government that Florida 
homeschoolers are united in making their voices 
heard.  

Rally and Lunch  
Once again this year, the 22nd floor of the 
Florida State Capitol will be reserved for a rally 
and lunch. Featured speakers will be State Rep. 
Greg Evers, FPEA Chairman Gary Weaver and 
Home Education Foundation president Brenda 
Dickinson. The program will also include a 
celebration of the governor’s proclamation of 
Homeschool Day in Florida.  
At a cost of $2 each, the lunch menu will include 
a sandwich, chips, a cookie and a bottle of water. 
Lunches may be pre-ordered by e-mailing 
office@fpea.com by March 24.    

Day at the Capitol Schedule  
• 8-9:30 a.m.: Field trip to be determined  

• 10-11 a.m.: Field trips to Museum of 
Florida History 
(www.museumoffloridahistory.com) or 
Challenger Learning Center & IMAX 
Theater (Aerodynamics for K-12 
www.challengertlh.com/Missions/activities_in
dex.html)  

• 11:30 a.m.–1:15 p.m.: Lunch/rally, 
Florida State Capitol Building, 22nd 
floor (Featured speakers: State Rep. Greg 
Evers, FPEA Chairman Gary Weaver, 
Home Education Foundation president 
Brenda Dickinson.  

• 1:30-2:30 p.m.: Field trips to Challenger 
Learning Center & IMAX Theater  
www.challengertlh.com/Missions/activities_in
dex.html) or Mary Brogan Museum of Art 
& Science (www.thebrogan.org)  

• 2:30-3:30 p.m.: Historic Capitol of 
Florida tour 
(www.museumoffloridahistory.com)  

• 2:30-4:30 p.m.: Field trip to Mission San 
Luis (www.missionsanluis.org)  

• 3:30-4:30 pm Field trip to Knott House 
Museum www.museumoffloridahistory.com 

Field Trips  
Several field trips are already planned, 
with others in the works. Confirmed 
destinations include the Historic Capitol 
of Florida (Old Capitol Building free), 
the Museum of Florida History, the 
Challenger Learning Center & IMAX 
Theater ($2.50 each), the Mary Brogan 
Center of Art and Science ($3.50 each), 
Mission San Luis ($1), and the Knott 
House Museum ($1 minimum donation 
suggested). Details about the field trips 
are available by visiting the web sites 
listed in the schedule above. Please e-
mail office@fpea.com by March 24 with 
the number of people going on each trip 
so that proper head counts can be given 
to the venues.  

• Meet Your Elected Leaders  
FPEA member attendees are encouraged 
to start working now to arrange to meet 
with their state senators and 
representatives. Our elected officials 
need to know that Florida homeschoolers 
care deeply about issues affecting home 
education enough to take the time and 
effort to travel all the way to the Capitol 
to see them in their offices. Even if you 
don’t get to meet your legislators 
directly, there’s still great value in face-
to-face time with office staffers. They 
often bear great influence on what 
happens in Tallahassee.  

• Hotel Reservations  
For those needing to stay overnight, the 
FPEA is reserving a block of rooms at 
Homewood Suites by Hilton Tallahassee, 
2987 Apalachee Parkway. Reservations 
may be made by clicking the link below 
or by calling the hotel at 850-402-9400. 
Make sure you identify yourself as being 
with the FPEA group when you register. 
To make a reservation, click on this 
link.   Visit www.visittallahassee.com.  
For general info about Tallahassee.  As 
more program elements are confirmed, 
they will be added to this page. Visit here 
again for up-to-the-minute details as they 
are finalized.   
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SOMETHING NEW! 
 
BCHE and CHA have decided to sign 

up with an Internet national 
standardized testing site.  If you are 

interested in having your student 
tested on the computer via the 

Internet please contact us on the 
office phone, 454-2445.  Leave a 

message and we will contact you. 
 

The testing window will be 4/13/09 to 
5/31/09.  We have to pick the specific 

dates.  Check out the web site for 
information on the test.  See what you 

think. 
www.nwea.org 

We will be bringing a group of 
students together to try the test on 

the Internet with a proctor.  When we 
have a group together we will be able 
to give more specific information on 

where and when. The cost will be 
$25.00 plus a proctor fee. 

 
 

Don’t Forget to 
Spring Forward.  
Daylight Savings 

Time Begins 
March 8th. 

 
 
 

 

Monday, March 23 

Calvary Chapel Merritt Island 

7pm, upstairs 

LTjg Martha Robinson USNSCC, 
Naval Sea Cadet Core, will be speaking 
at Calvary Chapel.  The Sea Cadets are 
boys and girls ages 10-17 who get to 
experience great adventures.  They 

learn to work as a team, are 
challenged in so many ways and have 

fun doing it. 

Martha is a homeschooling mom of four 
and she loves the Lord. 

For more information about the 
program go 

to: www.melbourneseacadets.org 

It's a homeschool meeting you don't 
want to miss.  Bring all the kids to this 

one. 

 

Happy Spring 
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March 2009 

April 2009 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 Last Day 
BCHE/CHA 
Testing 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 Monthly 
Reports Due 

8 9 10 11 

12      
    Easter Sunday 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

 

Don’t Forget to turn in Monthly reports by the 7th!!! 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 Test 

Registration 
Deadline 

2 3 4 5 6 7  
Monthly Reports 

Due 

8 Daylight 
Savings Time 
Begins 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 Central 
Support 
Group 
Meeting 

17 St 
Patrick’s Day 

18 19 20 First Day 
of Spring 

21 

22 
 

23 24 25 26 27  FPEA 
Capitol Day 

28 

29 30 BCHE 
CHA Testing 
Begins 
 
Graduation 
Meeting 
 

31 
BCHE/CHA 
Testing 
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Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 
Presents:  

KSC Salute to Homeschool Weekend   
 http://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/home-school.aspx 

(This is not the Brevard resident’s free day) 
  
 

Students from around the country are invited to participate in the annual 
“Salute to Homeschool” on March 7, 2009 at Kennedy Space Center  
Visitor Complex, a day filled with adventure and activities designed to 
inspire the next generation of space explorers. This year’s engineering 
activity is “Heavy Lift”. Teams of 5 pick a name, a strategy, and students 
gain an appreciation of the challenges of Rocket Lift by hands on 
experimentation. 
Participants will have full access to Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
Complex shows and exhibits, take a tour of Kennedy Space Center, enjoy  
a 3D IMAX space film, tour the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame, attend a 
private, interactive briefing about NASA’s latest mission and meet an  
astronaut with a special message to scouts. 
Admission to “Salute to Homeschool Weekend” is $31.50 per person 
plus tax and includes activities from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and lunch, 

Plus a second day of admission to explore Kennedy Space Center 

Visitor Complex.   

For more information or to register please call (321) 449-4832 or visit 
http://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/home-school.aspx.  
Tara Reaves 

Group Sales Manager 

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 

Phone: 321-449-4832 

Fax: 321-455-6944 
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Brevard Christian Home Educator’s Year End Testing 

BCHE/CHA will be administering the Stanford Achievement Test 10 on March 30th, 31st & 
April 1st   at Faith Presbyterian Church, 1900 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island 32952.  This is 
standardized end-of-year testing available to any BCHE/CHA student.  This test will satisfy 
Brevard County superintendent’s requirements for homeschoolers annual tests.  Please note, 
we have an on-site FL licensed teacher but not every proctor is a certified teacher. 
Coordinators for this year’s testing are Carol Chambers, Rene Hunt and Janet Jackson.  
Information Sheet (retain for your records) 

• Test registration must be postmarked by March 1, 2009.  Late registrations will be 
returned. 

• Registration confirmation and information notices will be sent to you along with a test 
schedule. 

• One adult per family must volunteer to assist with testing. 
• Testing is for those students currently enrolled in BCHE/CHA. 
• The Otis Lennon Test will be given with the Stanford Achievement Test to all students 

in the 4th thru 12th grade.  This test is to measure aptitude in reasoning (the benefit of 
this test is to determine if you are pushing your student too hard, or not hard 
enough). 

• Cost is $30.00 per student.  Make checks payable to BCHE. 
• Mail check and completed registration form (below) to: 
BCHE Testing 
P.O. Box 540067 
Merritt Island, FL 32954-0067 

**Keep the top half and return the bottom half with payment** 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut here   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -             

 2009-year end testing registration form 
Parent’s Name: _______________________________________________ Phone No.____________________ 
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
                          _______________________________________________________________________________ 
Are you a certified teacher?       Yes          No      (circle one) 
 Do we need to know anything special about your child?  Yes     No   (circle one) 
*If yes, please include and explanation on reverse side. 
Do you have preschool children?    Yes       No    (circle one) 
Student information (use legal name): 
     Last name, First, MI                  Race     Birth date        Testing Grade                          CHA?        Male/Female 
        _________________________________________________________________ Yes    No       M        F 
       _________________________________________________________________ _Yes    No      M        F 
       ________________________________________________________________ __Yes    No      M        F 
 
Do you have more than three students testing?   Yes     No   (circle), list others on the back of this form.  
 
Indicate your choice of volunteer position.  Write your preference for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice: 

 Test Proctor  Classroom Monitor  Other (explain) 
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                  BLANK FOR TESTING FORM CUT OUT   
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North Area (Titusville, Mims, Port St. John) 
Area Representative: 
Wendy Montgomery   632-8869  
wenracr@bellsouth.net 
 

 
Central Area (Rockledge, Cocoa, Merritt Island) 
Area Representative: 
Wendy Bergstrom   637.9571 
bergstromfam5@yahoo.com 
 
 

South Area (Melbourne, Palm Bay) 
Area Representative: 
Vacant 
If anyone is interested in this position, please 
Contact one of the board members listed above. 

        
 

Please send Newsletter submissions to:  
BCHE@birkdalebunch.com  

Position Name E-mail Phone # 

Chairman Carol Chambers saturdayplace@ bellsouth.net 632-8472 

Vice Chairman Rita Mitchell star32926_@bellsouth.net  636-3367 

Treasurer Janet Jackson jackson8@ bellsouth.net 453-4539 

Secretary Denise Lemons Lemons_d @bellsouth.net 784-1032 

Member-at-Large Connie Maltby dcmaltby@ earthlink.net 639-6456 

South Area Rep Vacant   

Central Area Rep Wendy Bergstrom bergstromfam5@yahoo.com 637-9571 

North Area Rep Wendy Montgomery wenracr@ bellsouth.net 632-8869 

Communications 
Director 

Kathy Coe halibut@ofishial.com 638-0964 

CHA  
Administrator 

Rene Hunt nayhunt7@ hotmail.com 635-8969 
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Space Florida  

Academy 

Middle School 
 

Activities:        
Build and test Camera payloads for 
scientific weather balloons         

     

Design stabilization capabilities for 
payloads on the scientific, weather 
balloon       
     

Test and integrate Global Positioning 
System (GPS) tracking the balloon’s 
path 
         
     

Learn about the uses of GPS in daily 
life   
     

Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
Complex and Astronaut Hall of Fame 
on-site visits 

  
Eligibility          

Middle school student        
     

Passionate about science and 
math       

     

US Citizen      

       

Considering career in science and 
math         

     

Love to build, create and invent 
 

The Space Florida Academy has been 
created to encourage young students to 
love and enjoy science and math. Our 
goal is that Academy students will 
pursue careers in science and math 
fields to redress the shortage of 
scientists and engineers in the US.  The 
Academy engages students in 
stimulating real-world engineering 
projects.  In the Academy students will 
develop problem-solving skills –a 
necessary function for cutting-edge 
technology.  

 
Program Dates:  
� March 30-April 3, 2009 
� April 6-10, 2009 

 
Application: 

1) A registration fee of $50 is to be 
paid upon notice of acceptance.  

2) Academy hours 9 am - 3 pm. 
Student provide their own 
lunches. 

3) Academy held at Center for 
Space Education Labs, Kennedy 
Space Center 

4) Apply at 
http://www.spaceflorida.gov/ms.php 

5) Letter of recommendation 
required from students Science 
or Math teacher  

      (Form on Space Florida website)  
6) For more information, email: 

erader@spaceflorida.gov 
  
Program funded by Space Florida 
and NASA / Florida Space Grant 
Consortium 
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